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This year has been a busy one for the Department of 
City and Regional Planning (DCRP)! Mirroring the trend of 
planning’s widening scope, increasing numbers of students 
are choosing to participate in dual degree programs, 
including public health, government, business, law, and 
environmental sciences. Even those who are solely in the 
planning program are reaching beyond the bounds of the 
established concentration areas to widen their skill sets and 
work across traditional boundaries.
DCRP students this year expanded their learning 
opportunities by organizing and attending in-house 
symposiums, traveling to conferences, and participating in 
unique and challenging class assignments. 
Symposiums and Special Events 
While the environmental planning specialization was 
removed from the specific course load, environmental 
topics remain prevalent throughout all of our classes and 
we’ve had a number of symposiums dealing with green 
topics from estuaries to trees in housing projects. The North 
Carolina Coastal Federation came and gave a presentation 
on how estuaries can frequently partner with hog farms 
to bring about financially and environmentally positive 
change. Most recently, N.C. Botanical Gardens came and 
spoke about the health benefits of urban green space.
Continuing the tradition of alumni involvement in the 
Department, panels made up of generous DCRP grads came 
and presented on topics ranging from the job market for 
recent Economic Development grads to why development 
in low-income communities is of ever-growing importance.
Equitable transportation has been the focus of a few 
presentations, most notably one lead by the Diversity 
Committee on bike equity. The fact that the discussion 
took place in a building that is not ADA compliant only 
highlighted the importance of further education and 
investment in this issue.. 
With the economy finally picking up, we had a few 
presentations on wages in the U.S. Dr. Nichola Lowe 
has been particularly active in the field, being quoted in 
numerous articles and bringing a symposium dealing with 
union organization in the Old North State. The AFL-CIO 
and NC Raise Up both came and presented and left us with 
an easy take away message - If you don’t care, no one will. 
Dr. Emil Malazia also hosted a few panels, one dealing 
with urban redevelopment in Durham and another on 
how urban and regional planners can make a difference in 
placemaking. The students were excited to see how many 
of our ideas can make a difference on a large scale, and we 
engaged in lively exchanges during both presentations.
Many of our alumni came back to DCRP for the 
release of the book titled “The School That Jack Built,” 
which tells the history of our department. The UNC-CH 
alumni network also hosted events from NYC to Atlanta 
and educating young planners every step of the way.  
Conferences 
At the Transportation Research Board conference in 
Washington D.C., students specializing in transportation 
learned from alumni about life in the field, and made 
connections that led to several internships and job 
prospects. DCRP was also well-represented at the APA-
NC Conference, held in Winston-Salem, with several 
students taking advantage of the mentorship program to 
meet and exchange ideas with practicing planners. Many 
DCRP’ers also made the trek to the APA National Planning 
Conference, which was held in Atlanta this year. Michelle 
Madeley (MCRP and MPH 2015), Michael Clark (MCRP 
2014), Jill Mead (MCRP and MPH 2014) and Caroline 
Dwyer (MCRP 2014) presented posters at APA, and 
Carolyn Fryberger (MCRP 2015) presented her masters 
project in a student session and received an award from the 
Economic Development Division. 
 
Learning In – and Beyond – the Classroom
Dr. Daniel Rodriguez’ bicycle/pedestrian planning 
class was encouraged to gather data for the town of 
Carrboro to use in its transportation planning. In March, 
the class staffed locations throughout the city in a range of 
weather conditions including snow and ice. As expected, 
the largest predictor in pedestrian activity was location, but 
the weather came in at a close second. The counts showed 
decreased activity when compared to the previous year, 
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but with North Carolina having faced its coldest winter in 
decades, the fact that anyone was out walking or biking is 
encouraging! Many of the students who participated also 
navigated around snow drifts in wheelchairs in an effort to 
ascertain the accessibility of Chapel Hill’s streets for those 
with disabilities.
China has had a strong relationship with DCRP for 
a while, and many visiting scholars participated in our 
classes again this year. Their knowledge and viewpoints 
add depth and a very different understanding of how the 
world of planning functions. Visiting scholar Hou Xin 
shared his knowledge of SketchUp with us, and reiterated 
the classic understanding that if you want to become good 
at something then “practice, practice, practice!”
Carrboro is still pushing the envelope, most recently 
extending a ban on drive-throughs. This brought a little 
fame to our department when Dr. Rodriguez made the local 
news circuit voicing his support of the move. Dr. Todd 
BenDor also commented in the Daily Tar Heel that the ban 
would not hurt economic development in town; it is just 
another incarnation of community identity in Carrboro. 
Dr. Roberto Quercia was also quoted in the Daily Tar Heel 
regarding the athletic scandal at UNC, stating that we need 
to help our athletes before they make it into college. 
Workshops
The fall workshop this year dealt with hog waste. Dr. 
Bill Lester and his class looked at economic development 
and public health issues surrounding hog waste and its 
economic potential for being converted into energy. The 
class examined the real estate impacts of hog farming and 
the potential lost revenue from the detrimental effects of 
hog farms, which could possibly be mitigated by energy 
conversion of waste. The class also completed an economic 
analysis of biogas configurations, looking at the value chain 
and the transportation fuel applications of swine biogas. 
In the spring of 2014, Transportation students worked 
with UNC staff and Dr. Noreen McDonald to develop 
UNC’s first Bike Friendly University application. The 
designation, which is awarded by the League of American 
Bicyclists, recognizes universities’ efforts towards creating 
more bikeable campuses. During the first half of the 
workshop, the team interviewed representatives from other 
Bike Friendly Universities and the League of American 
Bicyclists to understand how other schools approached 
campus bikeability and the application process. The team 
then worked with UNC staff, faculty, and bike advocates 
to compile the information needed to complete the 
application. 
During the second half of the workshop, the 
students were asked to call upon their knowledge from 
the interviews, application process, and transportation 
coursework to highlight feasible actions that UNC could 
take over the next three years to become more bike 
friendly. The students researched the creation of a biking 
improvement fund, created a project prioritization matrix 
for three different funding scenarios, and created mockups 
of two of the top projects identified in the prioritization 
process. The students then presented their findings in 
a comprehensive report and presentation to the UNC 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee. The project was 
well-received by the students’ community partner, who felt 
that the materials were very professional and persuasive.
Dr. Mai Nguyen, in partnership with Tyler Mulligan 
at the UNC School of Government, led this spring’s 
Housing and Community Development workshop, which 
had students work with small towns across North Carolina 
on community development and revitalization projects. 
Students developed market studies and a real estate pro 
forma for a vacant building in downtown Lenoir, identified 
potential uses for a site in Granite Quarry and developed an 
initial redevelopment plan for a vacant building in Kinston. 
The students shared their results with town planners and 
leaders, who hope to use this work and make progress 
towards revitalizing important parts of their communities.
